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The 1848 Municipal Reports of the German Settlements 
on the Black Sea 

 
The external reason for writing these reports was the January 8, 1848 circular letter of Eugen 
von Hahn to all school superintendents and teachers of the German colonies under his 
authority as chairman of the Welfare Committee in Odessa. It contained the request to submit 
"brief historical overviews of the founding and existence" of the individual colonies within four 
months. 
This task was entrusted by E. von Hahn to the colony’s mayors in conjunction with the 
schoolteachers, who will certainly not refuse their cooperation. That E. von Hahn was entitled 
to ask the offices to write such reports, there is no doubt. Since the establishment of these self-
governing bodies in the colonies they were subordinate to the chairman of the colonial 
authority and needed his confirmation. It was also the custom of the Welfare Committee to 
communicate with the territorial and school authorities. E. von Hahn, however, also addressed 
the school teachers in this circular. 
 
What follows are the 1848 reports for the 8 Crimean German colonies, namely: Neusatz, 
Friedental, Rosental, Kronental, Zürichtal, Heilbrunn, Sudak and Herzenberg. They have been 
translated into English from the German text document “DIE GEMEINDEBERICHTE VON 1848 
DER DEUTSCHEN SIEDLUNGEN“ written by M. Woltner in 1941. The footnotes in that document 
have not been translated. 
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Neusatz 

Russian name:  Tschukurtscha 
 
The German citizens, inclined to emigrate to Russia, assembled in Ulm in the summer of 
1803.  It was at the solicitation of Commissioner Ziegler that about 200 families from 
Wuerttemberg, lower Alsace, Rhine Bavaria and Baden boarded the ship. Several conveyances 
took the emigrants down the Danube River to Galatz.  From there to Dubassery where they had 
to be in quarantine for 6 days.  Late in the year, they reached Odessa and spent the winter in 
barracks.  These were the first eight transports under the leaders Kompinis, Pasgal, Brittner and 
others. 
 
While passing through Turkey, the fourth transport which was attacked and robbed by Turkish 
natives, which resulted in the loss of one life. 
 
Some of the emigrants, about 60 families, had heard about the Crimea while still in the 
fatherland and harbored the wish to settle there. They picked three individuals from amongst 
them and at the onset of spring, sent them to Crimea to check the place of settlement.  The area 
was undomesticated but found inviting. The hills and woods resembled the ones in their native 
land. The rest of the emigrants followed them later in the spring under the leadership of Inspector 
Hastver.  Some traveled by land, most of them by water.  The ones traveling by water landed in 
Kasslow (Eupatoria).  From there, they moved to the settlement assigned to them by the crown, 
reaching their destination on May 25, 1804.  It was land purchased by General Rosenberg.  They 
all moved into the huts of the former occupants until spring of 1905.  Some of them moved to 
Rosental, Sudak, Odus, Herzenberg and other areas.  Only 28 families remained for settlement. 
23 were from Württemberg, the districts of Tuebingen, Reutlingen and Backnang of Lutheran 
confession, 5 from lower Alsace and Rhine Bavaria, reformed confession.  Later 4 more families 
from Wuerttemberg and 2 from Baden came to the settlement.  Finally, 6 sons of the early 
settlers received a farmstead bringing the total to 38. 
 
In spring of 1804, they started constructing the houses and gave this new settlement in the 
Crimea the name Neusatz. 
 
Neusatz is 3 miles east of the district and governmental city of Simferopol. At the same distance 
into the opposite direction, is the Tartar city of Karasubazar toward the northern cliffs of the 
Crimea mountains.  In a more westerly direction of the mountains a creek is flowing northward. 
The water of the creek supplies the water for the gardens, fields, meadows and also supports a 
mill, an income for the community.  On the slopes of the mountains, sheltered from the wind, are 
vineyards and orchards.  Toward the north of the land, one finds a large sector of woods and 
shrubs.  The shrubs are being removed.  To the west, one finds rather level, fertile farmland.  To 
the south side there is a beautiful forest.  The land is productive. However, to harvest a good 
crop, one cannot neglect fertilization.  Only a few areas have infertile ground.  It is where the soil 
is too shallow over the rocks. The village is provided with two springs containing healthy 
water.  Many farmers have their own fountain in their yards.  Besides land received for use from 
the crown, the community owns a profitable estate.  They purchased it with their own resources. 
The acreage borders the crown land and measures 418 Desjatines.  It divides to about 11 
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Desjatines per farmer.  
 
At their arrival in Neusatz, the emigrants found the area rather untamed, overgrown with hedges 
and shrubs.  Russians, Tartars and Nogaziens who inhabited the area, had maintained themselves 
from their herds and from farming.  The huts the natives had left were conformed into living 
quarters for the German settlers.  The fields, seeded by the Russians, had to be harvested but they 
did not make good use of it.  They lacked the means used to in the fatherland nor were they 
accustomed to the Tartar's equipment. 
 
It was a destitute time for the settlers.  They had depleted the resources they had brought.  Some 
even had none to begin with.  They each did have 210 Rubel credit for building of houses, 105 
Rubel of advance and 10 Kopek daily for food per person. However, that soon was used up 
too.  Mostly, they were poor trades men, unfamiliar with farming and thus went at it all 
wrong.  They were illiterate of the local language.  Constantly, they had to fear that the neighbors 
would steal their horses from the barns, the cattle off the pastures, the potatoes from the fields or 
mistreatment. 
 
Just as destitute was the morality of the colony.  There was no teacher or preacher who could 
have encouraged them through the words of God.  No one to inspire their foundation of faith or 
attack the unruliness.  Because of the good training in their youth, the need for such 
stirred.  They did not want their children to grow up without schools, like the locals did.  They 
chose the best suited amongst them to be administrator, to run the school and church, to baptize 
and bury. 
 
From time to time, the Colony was visited by Pastors Zehlink and Biller, who gave the holy 
communion, confirmed the children, and married the couples until Pastor Hornburg settled there 
in 1812.  Pastor Hornburg held church services in a private house.  He moved away already after 
two years. 
 
Neusatz was spared from the pest that raged the Crimea during 1812.  Instead, they had a great 
lack of food the next spring.  It noticeably reduced their stock of cattle.  Prosperity kept 
increasing during the following years.  In learning the language of the Tartars, they were able to 
make use of the locals who worked as servants and daily wage earners.  That enabled them to 
farm more successfully, with that and having gained more experience, they were able to bring in 
more profitable harvests.  On top of that, the seasons were ideal. The sun shone and it rained at 
the right times. 
 
Even though prosperity was growing, the cultural part took steps backwards. Until 1822, the 
community was without a pastor.  Then pastor Boerlin, who was energetic and busy in serving 
his profession with blessings, arrived.  Four years later though, to the lamentation of the 
community, he fell off a wagon and died. 
 
The schoolhouse, built prior to Pastor Boerlin's arrival, was also used for church services.  At 
Pastor Boerlin's presence, the regime permitted a credit in the sum of 4, 532 Rubel to build a new 
parish.  In 1825, construction of the church started and was completed with revenue provided by 
the community itself.  On 15 November 1825, Pastor Boerlin was able to dedicate the new 
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church. 
 
Two years after Boerlin's death in 1828, pastor Flenitzer became the alternate but he moved 
away after a few years.  In 1831, Pastor Kylius was appointed Pastor for the parish of 
Neusatz.  He has served as preacher to the community now for 17 years. 
 
During the years of 1819 and 1821, the colony experienced devastation from swarms of 
grasshoppers.  There were several cattle epidemics, which most of the community had to 
suffer.  Late in 1847, nerve fever (typhus) ravaged the colony and only few families were 
spared.  The following years brought a measles outbreak amongst the children. 
 
Potatoes were the main source of income of the local colonists.  This product easily sold in the 
neighboring cities and added a lot to the prosperity of the Colony.  However, prosperity is 
hindered because of sparse growth during the past few years.  In 1847, yield was lower than the 
ones of prior years.  Presently, the crops look good and promise hope for a blessed harvest. 
 
Neusatz, April 25, 1848 
Mayor:   P. Boeshans 
Assistant: Friedrich Bub 

Deputies: Christian Gnom, Wendell Boeshans 
(Author), Teacher:  Johann Adam Fritz 
 

 
View of Neusatz from the cemetery circa 2012  
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Friedental 
 

In 1804, when the commissioner Ziegler called for emigration to Russia in the kingdom of 
Württemberg, a significant number of people from several regional offices decided to emigrate 
and set out on the journey. They met in Ulm in the month of June. Here they boarded the ship 
with the 11th 14th and 16th transports and sailed, accompanied by their leaders Ottmann, 
Bauer and Schöck, down the Danube to Vienna, from where they proceeded by land at their 
own expense as far as Radziwil and then at the expense of the high crown to Ovidiopol, where 
they were housed in two barracks for the winter.  
 
This place Ovidiopol (located on the eastern bank of the Dniester Estuary and 40 km west of 
Odessa) will remain through the stories of the father’s grandchildren and great-grandchildren, 
because almost all the immigrants fell ill there and more than 600 souls died during the winter, 
families were destroyed, parents were torn from their children and children from their parents, 
so that some children arrived at the place of settlement without their parents. 
 
Already since in 1804 some Württemberg emigrants had settled in the Crimea. Because the 
steppe areas near Odessa bore little resemblance to their native fields, they sent some scouts 
to the Taurian peninsula. These scouts found that the Crimea, and especially the area near the 
mountains, valleys, rivers, and forests, similar to their homeland, so with the permission of 
Duke Richelieu they departed from Odessa by water landed in Kasslow (Eupatoria) and after a 
year ‘s voyage of hardships and tribulations, they arrived happily on June 24, 1805 at their new 
destination Kandagos near Neusatz. This land had been bought by the high crown from the 
general Kandagos for the immigrants to settle. There was only a single farm here which served 
as accommodation for some of the settlers until 1806, when they built their own houses. 
 
Originally, village was founded by 25 families from the upper areas of Vahingen, Baknang, 
Kannstadt, Waiblingen and Göppingen, all of Lutheran denomination, but in 1819 the colony 
was enlarged by three sons of landlords, so that it now consists of 28 landlords. Since the village 
came to lie in a graceful, peaceful valley, it was named Friedental by General Kontenius. 
 
Friedental is favored by nature in many ways. In the south the colony is surrounded by beautiful 
forest and mountains; in the east the brook Burentscha forms the boundary, along which there 
are 2 water mills with 6 gardens, the income from which goes to the community; to the north, 
the visible the large steppe, on which many people have found a second home due to the 
strong population. Nevertheless 2 to 3 families still live on each farm. Coming from the west, 
after climbing the 2 verst long mountain, one sees in a charming valley the beautiful the pretty 
village with its orchards and stone walls. Its lovely location has been enjoyed by many travelers. 
Here the Swabians found their homeland again, with healthy water and good for building with 
little effort. In the center of the village at the crossroad are the prayer hall, the school and the 
community center. Houses and stables of the landlords are built of stone and covered with 
tiles. Almost on every farm there is a 40 to 50 feet deep stone-lined well with good spring 
water. 
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The inhabitants of Friedental shared the same fate with Neusatz in the first years of their 
settlement and also later.  
 
In 1822 they built a prayer house from their own funds and bought a bell. Until that time, the 
teacher, chosen from the number of parishioners, had held school and worship in a private 
house. With the construction of the Prayer House, the kindness of God seemed to illuminate it, 
in the person of Pastor Boerlin from Switzerland, a Chaplain came to them, who could 
abundantly refresh their immortal souls with the bread of life. Since God deprived them of the 
bread of life five years in a row by swarms of locusts the bread of life tasted all the sweeter in 
the midst of sorrow and tribulation. In year 1826, after four years of work, God snatched their 
dear pastor from them by a quick death at the age of 27, but the fruit of his work is still in 
blessed memory today. During a renewed plague of hay-grazing the congregation gathered 
almost daily for earnest prayer in the prayer house, God took away the plague and gave 
favorable, blessed years. Also, from the mission house in Basel, a pastor, Wilhelm Fletnitzer, 
whose condescending love, effective work, and lively zeal, especially in the school improvement 
did not remain without fruit. In the growing family showed a lively spiritual and economic life. 
But Fletnitzer's effectiveness was limited because he was transferred to Odessa in 1831. The 
gratitude among the young who enjoyed the school under his leadership, is still alive today. At 
present, Pastor Kylius, a native of Baden, Germany and educated in the Basel mission house, 
holds the pastorate. 
 
Like many areas, the local colony was also affected by crop failures and livestock epidemics in 
1833 and 1834. Since the village is very populated and a landlord, which owns here only 23 
Dessj., for 2 to 3 families, the community recovered slowly from these wounds, but not only 
have the farms been well developed, but 5 landlords have also purchased their own land and 
others have leased land. 
 
The main branch of agriculture is potato growing. The local potato is characterized tastiness 
and it is exported not only to Simferopol and Karasubazar, but also to all other cities of the 
Crimea: Teodosia, Kerch, Armyansk, Eupatoria, Sevastopol and Yalta. 
 

Since 1843, fruit growing has made significant progress by grafting the large, wild fruit trees. 
Since 1844, the progress of the colony is very much inhibited by unfavorable weather 
conditions; moreover, in the winter of 1845 to 1846, the cattle plague occurred again and 
robbed some landlords of almost all their livestock. Although potatoes in particular have not 
been thriving for some years, the harvest has never been so bad as in 1847. The potatoes 
started with the best of growth, then they suddenly died and, in many places, where 5 
Tschetwert was sown, it hardly yielded one Tschetwert value at harvest. The grain harvest was 
small, and the hay harvest had almost completely failed, so that in winter there was an 
extraordinary shortage of fodder. 
 
This year the cornfields are already in April completely in the ears, and everything is improved 
even the water sources, which have been dried up for several years, have burst forth anew. 
Thus, the Lord God has revived the hope that had sunk. 
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Schulz Wilhelm Sailer.  
Assessors: Christian Weiß. Konrad Traxel.  
School teacher and Community clerk Johann Georg Birnbaum. 
 

 
Friedental street scene circa 2003  
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 Rosental 
          
 
In the Spring of 1803, four families from Baden in the Rhineland reluctantly left their homeland 
to find and establish another home.  In the Württemberger town of Ulm they hoped to board a 
ship.  It turned out that they had to wait for several days for the ship to be prepared.  They 
happened to run into the Russian Commissioner Zeigler who convinced them not to cancel their 
decision to go to Russia.  They had to wait for another 14 days in Ulm so more people could 
come along before they were able to board a ship.  More people from Baden and some from 
Wurttemberg came along so they had 35 families.  The trip was an easy one under the 
command of the ship’s Captain until they got to Galatz.  Here they were placed in quarantine 
for 14 days before they could continue their trip.  The next leg of their trip was by wagon under 
the guidance of a German who was employed as a Russian Civil Servant.  Within 8 days they 
were in Odessa where they made arrangements with Duke Richelieu to be quartered for the 
Winter.  In the Spring of 1804, 40 families headed for Crimea under the command of an 
Inspector Hasper. 
 
A road leads from the Government town Simferopol to the trading town of Karasubazar.  About 
25 verst from the first and 16 verst from the latter, on the right side of the road on the bank of 
the last river flowing from the mountains, a valley begins.  The valley consisted of 2000 Dess. of 
Crownland with some flatland, some rolling land, some hills and some forest land.  Along the 
length of this valley from the Southwest or South, a waterway flows.  A considerable stretch of 
this land was at that time planted to Flax and Tobacco and irrigated by what probably were 
tenant farmers (Tartars).  The flat and rolling land was covered with lush plants.  Many flowers, 
especially white, wild roses grew there.  In this valley, 18 families settled.  Their first Mayor was 
Anton Fauth and he gave the settlement the name Rosental (valley of roses). 
 
In the Spring of 1805, the original Colony Government supervised the laying out of 18 home 
places.  Most of the families were from Baden but some were from Württemberg.  They were 
given money to build outbuildings and to begin getting cattle and seed for crops.  The resources 
they brought from Germany were way too little.  In May of 1804, they started building houses 
from stone and air bricks.  By the Autumn of 1804, the original families were all comfortably 
situated in their houses.  In the Fall, 7 families from Hanau in the Lorraine district came along 
and they also prepared Winter quarters for them.  By the Fall of 1807, 25 finished houses stood 
in Rosental and there were as many households. 
 
Very few of the settlers were farmers in Germany.  Most were craftsmen and day laborers and 
were completely inexperienced as farmers.  Those who were real farmers in Germany wanted 
to farm the same way they had in Germany.  But that didn’t work and the poor people suffered 
a lot.  By the year 1810, there were 56 families in Rosental.  More were from Baden than from 
Württemberg.  By the fall of 1812, most of the 56 farmhouses had been built.  By 1818, all had 
been completed.  In the same year, lands of the villages of Neusatz, Friedental, and Rosental 
were surveyed and their lands divided amongst their settlers. 
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The colonists that came later had a big advantage over those that came first.  The first ones 
there had to learn the hard way; the later ones could learn from the first just by asking.  At the 
beginning, there were good harvests and the settlers were able to increase their assets and the 
cattle herds.  But then a heavy blow fell on them.  In the year 1819, the weather was nice, the 
grain fields were in excellent shape and the settlers had good reason to hope for a rich harvest.  
But people think and God does. On the 29th of June (Peter and Paul), a heavy thunderstorm 
with hail came along and in half an hour destroyed the bounty of the fields and the hopes of 
those poor people.   The fields were covered with hail which measured two to two-and-half 
inches in diameter.  What these land people had gotten used to thinking during the good years, 
they now had to change to take into account the years 1827, 1828 and 1829.  In 1827 and 1828, 
locusts destroyed the fields and pasture land.  In 1829 the locusts also did great damage.  Bread 
and feed now became all important.  The cattle were sold for whatever small price they would 
bring.  What could not be sold starved over the Winter or died the next Spring.  Two years later, 
a cattle disease broke out and caused further damage.  After these years, some good years 
followed. 
 
These families had strong and able-bodied souls.  They cultivated a lot of land, their own and 
land they could rent.  Good harvests, trade, and ambition supplied the Landlord with resources 
to improve and replenish his farm.  Many new houses were built, good breeding cattle and 
draft cattle were acquired and all the farms became profitable.  Nothing under the sun is 
forever, however.  The bad luck rules only for a while and then we can enjoy the good luck 
again.  Bad times make for a good attitude; for example, it reminds us how arrogant and 
inconsiderate the good times make us.  Bad luck allows the alert land man to improve his farm, 
lengthen his attention, broaden his memory and think back to the Giver of all that is good, the 
Almighty God. These reflections motivated the faded trust and love toward the Heavenly Father 
and strengthened the believe in his holy Love.  The bad years also lead to good years.  The years 
1845, 1846 and 1847 were again marked by bad harvests.  And 1845 again brought cattle 
disease. 
 
Presently Rosental has 56 households, 178 male landowners, or 65 families with 244 males and 
192 females.  The colony owns 1381 Dess. Crown land of which 337 Dess. is cultivated land, 375 
Dess. is pasture, 185 is hay land and 254 Dess. is forest and 30 Dess. is farm yards.  Of all fertile 
and non-fertile land, each household owns 24 Dess. give or take a few small pieces.  In Rosental 
there are 55 houses built of stone and 1 built of air-dried clay bricks. 
 
The village is built in the form of two rows of houses.  In the middle of the village, there is a 
church, a parish house, a school house and a warehouse.  A water mill stands at the upper end 
of the village.  At the lower end, a community garden of 2 Dess. of fruits was started in 1842.  
At the East end of the village, there are fruit gardens of the villagers.  These gardens carry a lot 
of rich and tasty fruits.  The cultivated land of the Colony lies mostly on the hills and consists 
primarily of gravel and sand.  This land doesn’t produce good harvests unless the weather is 
really good.  Already this land is not enough for the large next generation. 
 
Rosental 1848 
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Mayor: J. Moser 
Assistant: W. Bosch, M. Fauth 
School Master: Jakob Junkind 
 
 

 
View of Rosental from the cemetery circa 2012  
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Kronental 
 

Because of the graciously granted travel money and land for settlement on the part of His 
Majesty the Blessed Emperor Alexander I, in 1809 many families from Alsace, Baden, the 
Palatinate and Rhenish-Bavaria, were granted passports to southern Russia from the 
Commissary Betmann in Frankfurt am Main in order to settle there. 
 
They traveled from home at their own expense in several lots and in different periods of time. 
Their next route would have been via Ulm, Regensburg, and Vienna, but the hostile enemy 
troops in this area caused them to have to take their route by land marching through Saxony, 
Prussia and Prussian Poland. In Biela on the border of Galicia, many gathered, lingered for a few 
days until they received the first food allowance granted by the crown, and traveled, protected 
by the military to Ekaterinoslav, where they wintered. The drinking of the water frequently 
encountered on the journey and the unfamiliarity of the climate produced there a fever, to 
which a large part succumbed. 
 
In April of 1810 they continued their journey and on May 9 they arrived happily in the city of 
Simferopol. From there they were accompanied by the governor Borozdin on the estate he sold 
to the Crown on the Bulganak stream, 25 versts west of Simferopol and 12 versts east of the 
Black Sea. Here 48 families with 148 souls found neither shelter nor food. They built huts from 
the roofs of their wagons until the then Inspector Hofrat Gsell made arrangements for the 
construction of the houses. For this purpose, only about one tenth of the families, which 
together still had about 350 rubles each from the high crown. Those with little or no money, 
who did not receive the money immediately, could not build their houses until 1811. 
During the winter some of those who had to live in the huts froze their limbs, others fell ill in 
the spring and were buried in the second year. 
 
The fathers of the families, coming from different states and places, could not agree on the 
name of the village. Then Mr. Gsell said: "Already several villages are called "-tal", and this 
should be called "Kronental". So, it remained also. 
 
At that time the highest position at the colonial administration was held by the Lords: Duke of 
Richelieu, General of Infantry von Inzow, Fadeev and Kontenius, who showed the colonists no 
small favor, without which they would have fared very badly in their poverty. Next to them 
were the gentlemen General Bashmakov, Borozdin and Monsieur l'abbé N., who have 
contributed no less to help these people out of their misery. 
 
Seven years ago, those gentlemen were replaced by the State Councilor von Hahn, by whom all 
good institutions, facilities the general welfare of the colonists. Especially through the 
circular orders and the announcements of the "Unterhaltungsblatt", which has been 
published for several years, and several other orders, a great deal of blessing is bestowed. 
 
Kronental is located in the 35 verst along Bulganak valley through semi-bald high hills on the 
north and south which are hidden from the wanderer and are far distant from the other 
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colonies. The nearest colony, Neusatz, is 50 versts away. In the middle between Neusatz and 
Kronental lies the Simferopol, 25 versts away, and from the southern mountains is the city of 
Bakchisarai, 40 versts away, and to the southwest Sevastopol with its military port and just as 
far to the northwest is the port city of Koslov or Eupatoria. 
 
The Bulganak stream is not so beautiful as the water is good. In the absence of good well water, 
it is used in winter by most of the inhabitants of the upper village; less so in summer, because in 
warm season it is very muddy and murky. Since this stream is never completely empty even in 
the hottest season of the year it is of great importance for the village. Moreover, it drives in 
4 gears in two mills, from which the community, however, receives insignificant income. 
At the south side of the village next to the brook lies, presently enclosed with walls, orchards 
and vegetable gardens, also above and below the village are vineyards and orchards. These and 
the beautiful acacias planted in front of the houses and Turkish willow trees with their fragrant 
blossoms delight the inhabitants of the village and every stranger. The street is narrow, the 
walled courtyards are small; for some years now, new houses have been built in the village and 
outside the village. The new houses and streets outside the village now form an angle with the 
old road. Approximately in the middle of the village the new catholic house of prayer stands; on 
the now still empty space next to it the Protestant one is to be built. The two schoolhouses 
stand on both sides of the church square. The Lutherans are still using the old prayer house at 
the bottom of the village until their means will be sufficient to build a new one. 
 
For the past 6 years, a community garden has been established on the south side of the village 
with 700 various summer and winter fruit trees, which is being cultivated by the Village is not 
visible from the colony. This garden together with the plantation of forest trees, called 
"avenue", which was established 5 years ago, in which each host has a certain share, provide a 
pretty sight. The unfavorable climate leaves little hope for trees. 
 
It should be noted that this colony does not yet have such a beautiful exterior as than some 
others. What is the cause? It is the last of the colonies founded in the Crimea; the first 
generation was not acquainted with the Russian and tartar national language, and as 
craftsmen, ignorant of agriculture, and still hoped to be resettled somewhere else. But because 
in the meantime nothing was achieved and the misery grew, so Michael Weiß, now deceased, 
who had come from Alsace tried to plant vines and patiently endured all the hardships of his 
comrades and continued in his diligence until he had achieved his intention, which was 
apparently to make the following generations happier. His first successors in the vineyard were 
Peter Schneider and others. They had rich vintages and all followed their example. 
For 25 years the vines have been increased every year, so that at the present time there are 
280,000 of them and they have the best income from it. In summer the fields and plantations 
often suffer from excessive heat and drought, in the early years of the settlement several 
astute settlers foresaw, and thus surrendered to indolence and the desire to resettle. 
 
February is usually warm, sometimes as early as January, which causes the early fruit trees to 
bloom too soon. Blossom and fruit set then destroyed by the regular frosts of the month of 
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March. The late fruit are eaten by the ineradicable caterpillars. Many seedlings of the young 
forest have become a victim of the dry years, but the still healthy roots sprout anew. 
 
The two denominations in this colony cause double expenses for church and school, a 
circumstance that also hinders the progress of the colony. Worse, however, are the 
consequences of the crop failures, the locust devastations, the floods, the hailstorms, the 
livestock cattle plagues, thefts and other misfortunes. 
 
Since its establishment, the colony has added 8 families and currently has 56 families each of 
which has 56 Dssj. land. The number of Protestant and Catholic souls amounts to 500 each. 
Of the old immigrants, who still remember their German fatherland, some twenty persons are 
still alive. 
 
Kronental, 
d. 24. Mai 1848. 
Schulz Fidelius Feißt 
Chr. H. Stoerrle, Schoolteacher of the Protestant School and municipal clerk. 
I.  Beisitzer Friedrich Zeißler. 
II. Beisitzer Michael Wiedrich. 
 

 
View of Kronental from the cemetery circa 2012  
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Zürichtal 
 

 
Late in 1803, led by Mr. Von Escher, forty Swiss families (about 200 people) gathered in 
Konstanz at Lake Bodensee (Lake Constance). From there they went by ship across the lake for 
several hours to Moersburg. Later they arrived in Ulm. After having stayed a couple of weeks in 
Vienna, they went on the Danube River to Pressburg, Hungary. From Pressburg their road 
brought them to Rosenberg in Upper Hungary where they spent the winter. Here, over 30 people 
died because of illnesses and helplessness. New comers arrived and together they left in 1804 
and happily arrived in the Crimea. At first they settled in the area of Feodosia on an estate 
belonging to General Schuez. (Karakoos) In the same year, the crown acquired a Tartar village, 
about two miles away in the Dschailau region. On Easter 1805, the Swiss were settled there and 
named the region `Zürichtal,' since it reminded them of the valleys in their homeland. Von 
Escher and his sons, never did see it, since they had already left. Major von Escher died in 1830 
at St. Petersburg. 
 
Zürichtal is favored by nature in many ways. Lying at the northeastern foothills of the Taurien 
Mountains, where the creek Jendol has its spring, it is at a distance of 2 Miles from the Armenian 
area of Stary-Crimea. It is 5 Miles from the district city Feodosia and at the same distance into 
the opposite direction from Karassubasar and from the Sudak wine valley. From the east, a view 
of the village is covered by a long row of hills which entwine the creek. One steps into vineyards 
covering the hills, almost into the village, which then presents itself. From the west it lies 
uncovered and is visible for a long distance away. The village's red shingle roofs, stretching 
about a Verst long, give it the appearance of a small city. The homeland view of this village is a 
happy surprise to each German. Toward the north, it embraced by a wood of wild fruit trees, Elm 
trees, white and silver poplars. To the south, the neighboring mountains unfold a picturesque 
lovely view of a Swiss region. Nearing the creek, one finds meadows and Gardens. The creek is 
of great use for watering but also was the cause of great damage by flooding, on 20 Jun 1827. 
The creek also supports a mill, with two shifts, and its income is used to its best potential by the 
community. The village itself is parted in the middle by some of its main buildings - the small 
church, the parish- and school house and a few others. It is separated into so named lower and 
upper village and both have a fountain with fresh healthy water. Each landlord has a roomy yard, 
which he favorably can use to build barns. Toward the street, each yard is enclosed with a stone 
wall and here and there one can find young trees planted. 
 
This is a small picture of Zürichtal's layout in the hopeful light of the present!  Only here, at the 
bottom of the mountains, near the shade providing woods, at a gurgling creek, a spring fed 
fountain, could the people from Zuerich find a second home.  
 
How did the first Zürichtal settlers fare 43 years ago? Ha, possibly not so good, as their 
descendants now do! The crown had given them a credit to build, yet it soon was used up and 
very few understood how to farm. At home, they had earned their living with spinning cotton and 
making silk. Too poor, to accommodate themselves accordingly -- some years, they did not have 
seed for crops -- without houses and barns, unfamiliar of the local language, they were deceived 
on top of this and also robbed. The fathers looked with worry into the future. Regrets and fear 
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grew in their hearts. They became very homesick. Parents had left children; children had left 
parents and siblings and they could not even write a letter to the homeland! There was no 
suggestion of getting a decent preacher or a teacher. That is how come that within a few years 
half of the emigrants lay in the cemetery. In spring of 1812 alone, almost 40 adults died of high 
fever; too poor to bury the dead with decency. Without a casket and no funeral possession, only 
wrapped in rags, they were handed over to the earth. This surely would have touched hearts in 
the far away Switzerland and they would have helped, had they only known of the misery of 
their fellow brothers in the Crimea. They would have loved to become a servant to the lost son in 
the fatherly house, could they only have gone back. 
 
Yet, praise the Lord, it got better! The youth grew up as a new generation. They learned the local 
language, got used to the customs and characteristics of the country. Lack of that knowledge 
often had forced the older generation to be deceived by the Russians or Tartars. Now it is not a 
rarity anymore for a Zürichtal citizen to speak the local language as fluent as their mother 
tongue. The poverty of the parents brought the prosperity to the children. Having grown up with 
abstinence and hardship, they learned to appreciate contentment and simplicity. Also, the number 
of almost extinct families was enhanced in 1810 already, by 25 new families from Molotschna, 
mainly of Catholic belief. 
 
In 1822, when the first pastor, Heinrich Dietrich, arrived from Switzerland, a new epoch began 
to flourish for our colony. Everything turned around: order, activities and prosperity. The small 
church was completed just before his arrival. Next to it now stands a nice parish house and a 
roomy school. 
 
Two small filial communities built a chapel to use for church services. Dietrich, himself shone as 
a good example everywhere and condemned with a serious strength all the bad habits that had 
crept in. He especially improved the church singing. Regretfully, he passed away much too soon, 
for his blessed accomplishments. He died in 1827, at age 33 but the fruit of his work remained 
blessed until today. 
 
Without him, Zürichtal would never have become what it is today - the most preferred colony in 
the Crimea. The old huts of the early settlers were replaced with new, nice houses. From poverty 
evolved prosperity. The main source of income is the wheat cultivation, which brings large 
profits. The stock of cattle is stately and the business activities continue to improve. The wine 
cultivation and orchards are still in need of improvement. Mishaps were not avoided either - in 
1822 to 1825 there were grasshopper swarms, in 1833 and 1834, crops were rather poor. 
Nevertheless, a bright future for the colony seems to be secured. The colony possesses plenty 
fertile land and had the opportunity to twice purchase bordering acreage at reasonable prices. 
There are 74 farmers who each have 40 Dessjatines of land. The village is filled with young and 
old citizens and the number of inhabitants of evangelical belief alone is at 400. Of the 400 there 
are only a few of the original settlers left. 
 
After the death of the unforgettable Dietrich, Pastor Kylius from Baden served the parish for 3 
and 1/2 year until my arrival in August 1831. 
 
Zürichtal, 7 February 1848 
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Probst E. Kyber 
Pastor to Zürichtal 
 
* Addendum by the Zürichtal districts office: Report 
A historical description of the founding and the growth of their colonies was composed. The 
Zürichtal district office has received the essay from Zürichtal and is submitting it hereby to the 
respectful Welfare committee. 
 
Principal mayor: Andreas Gross 
Assistant: Friedrich Luetziger  
Zürichtal, 21 March 1848 
 
Report about the village Zürichtal.  

According to the Entertainment Newsletter No. 3., in February of this year, Probst Kyber has 
submitted a description about the Immigration of the Swiss colonists. The essay is about their 
journey, their arrival in the Crimea; their settlement in the Tartar village Dschailau, its location, 
originalities, the beginning and current situation. We find it necessary, however, to fill in a few 
gaps left open. 
 
Not all the Swiss emigrants, nor all that joined them during the journey, settled at the place of 
establishment. Three families settled in the city Feodosia and seven went to the colony 
Friedenstal. Several single trades' persons, who's trade had not taken hold yet in the Crimea, 
went into the interior of the emporium or back to the foreign countries. 49 settled in Zürichtal. 
 
These 49 families mercifully received from the crown food money for over a year at 10 Kopek 
per adult and 5 per minor on credit each. On top of that they received 395 Rubel per farm to 
purchase cattle, farming equipment and to build a house. 
 
These advances, as small as they may appear to some, could have satisfied the needs in those 
days, for which they were intended, if other hindrances had not come about. Besides not 
knowing the local language, one has to consider the character of a Moslem nation who so 
enviously must have looked at the newcomers and in some cases must have felt hurt. A few of 
the settlers had knowledge of farming and the things brought with them, generally could not be 
used here. The authorities heading the colonies were not able to give advice about all the 
regulations and there were no others to do so. The 25 cane huts, left over from the Tartars, were 
not enough to house all the people, not even if they were crowding together. Some had to house 
in sheds in order to find some protection against the wind and sun. It was impossible to build 
houses that same year. Housing in the sheds was feasible while they were well and during the 
warm season. The summer passed quickly and even quicker; health was leaving. Chills and 
fevers bedded entire families and finally brought them to their graves. Standing close to the same 
demise, lots of them must have longed for spiritual food and comfort for themselves and their 
loved ones. They even had to do without that. Only once a year then, did pastor Biller come from 
Josephstal. It was so pitiful at his arrival that each house without any sick, no matter how 
miserable the looks, had to be used as a church. In the meantime, spiritual leaders of other 
confessions or even lay preachers, had performed spiritual services and the holy communions. In 
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short, the colony Zürichtal was plagued with illnesses worse than any other. Could it be the fog 
that stays in the valley more than elsewhere, or could the swamp, now being channeled and used 
for gardens, be the culprit? One can't say with certainty. 
 
That is how the first three years of settlement passed and only a few, who had come down with 
minor illnesses, managed to build their houses and to farm their land. 
 
One cannot deny that there were such among others, in ignoring the warnings of the superiors. 
Not because of hatred against them, but because of illiteracy in agriculture, neglect was felt in 
activities. Still, the authorities could not leave it at citations alone but had to reach to mild 
requital. 
 
Today looking back at those times, we have to be "touched and thankful for the monarchy's great 
patience, and acknowledge that they did not fail to carry the colonists along with fatherly 
endurance. Even when they were notified of the hopeless conditions of this colony, either by 
reports of the officials or through news from State representatives that traveled the colonies". 
 
In 1810, even though the majority of the people had houses, rather simple ones, covered with 
reed thatch, the census of people, the cattle count and cultivation had not risen much. It was 
mainly so, because of the above mentioned and a second cattle epidemic this year. For that 
reason, much land was available and one could lease out fields, feed and grassland to neighbors. 
Each resident could farm as much land, raise as many cattle and feed as they cared to do. Several 
colonists from other colonies received the empty homes of the deceased families; 25 families 
who had to winter in 1809 in Jekaterinoslaw and Molotscha, most of them Catholics, were 
accepted as next-door-neighbor. The colony now had 74 landlords. 
 
With all the substandard conditions that existed then in the colony, the newcomers still had a few 
advantages. They found better housing, already were familiar with the local language and had 
other means to help themselves. Most of them were not spared from illnesses however. 
 
A non-correctable mistake was made with this last increase of landlords. Not thinking of the 
consequences to have more than one confession, the expenditure of teaching by each party could 
be rather costly. We were specially guarded that the raging fever illness of 1812 did occur in the 
spring, and not in the fall or winter. Lately the pest had grazed around our area, even in a tartar 
village only two Miles away from Zürichtal. This colony definitely would have been quarantined 
and the slow rising advancement would surely have taken a few steps backwards. 
 
After this time frame though, a new era started to begin. The illnesses disappeared, the youth 
started to grow up to help and other problems started to mend itself. Cattle epidemics did not 
devastate its increasing stock. Cultivating of the land increased and God blessed its harvest. The 
almost departed need for religion started to waken in many hearts and before the end of the 
1820's they started construction of the still existing church. This church had been christened by 
the former General superintendent Boettiger from Odessa in 1820, even before a spiritual leader 
was employed. 
 
Even the 1830's could not disrupt the colony's advances. These years brought Grasshopper 
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swarms to the Crimea and the surrounding region. The Tartars however suffered the most and 
had to employ themselves as servants and laborers to the Germans. 
 
One already felt the scarcity of land during this time. They found themselves forced to graze the 
cattle on the land close by and to cultivate on strangers' fields. Now they became aware of the 
well-meaning and hopeful advice of the now departed Mr. Contaenius, the former oldest Judge 
of the Jekaternoslaw Tutil Comptoir. "Sell no land nor farms." Especially coming to their welfare 
came the use of 1300 Desjatines from the bordering estate of Katokowski. After a few years of 
leasing the land, it then was offered for purchase. Noticeably weak to undertake such, but the 
necessity of doing so and the agreement of the need to do so by the authorities, encouraged them. 
Knowing that the colony authorities always had the well-being of their subordinates in mind they 
went to beg for help and it was heard. 
 
Their presentation, rewarded in such a manner by his Majesty, when the most merciful emporia 
lent them the sum to purchase the land. It was on a ten year term at the current lawful interest. 
 
This was the foundation of Zürichtal's prosperity; without it they could not have been able to pay 
an additional 1500 Desjatines with their own means ten years later. Who deserves the credit for 
that? Not us, but the Lord, and his son and the immediate authorities over the settlers. Dear 
citizens of Zurichtal, who sooner or later may hear or read about this, please return such by your 
willingness in obedience. The good that our fathers were able to enjoy from the merciful regime 
of Russia, is even more an advantage for you. Make yourselves worthy of your current fatherland 
and that any future decisions the State makes for the welfare of it subordinates, will be to your 
advantage. 
 
Colony Zürichtal 20 Mar 1848 
Teacher: B. Fried. Pfeiffer 
Mayor: Anton Nuss 
Assistant: Rudolf Dubs 

 
 

 

View of Zürichtal from the cemetery circa 2003 
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Heilbrunn 

 
The colony was founded in 1805 on July 5, on which day the immigrants settled there. 
However, the houses were not built until the following year and their construction was 
continued in 1807. Through inexperience and lack of the local language, the new immigrants 
were in the construction of the houses very cheated, because in a few years it came that they 
collapsed and from weak means and others had to be built in their city. 
 
The land on which the colony is located is originally called Uternian-Eli and belonged to a Tartar 
Mursa named Addey. It is situated on a small stream, the so-called dry Jeindol. The distance of 
the governorate town of Simferopol is 80 versts, that of the district town of Feodosia 30. The 
distance to the nearest town Stary-Krim is 10 versts. 
 
The soil of the local land consists mostly of a mixture of cis and clay and only a few places 
contain black earth. On the whole, two-thirds of the land allocated to the colonists is usable, 
one-third, however is less usable because of its stony content. 
 
On the west side of the village, which since 1823 has a beautiful church and since 1844 a 
friendly schoolhouse, there is a 25 dessetina community garden which, half planted with trees 
and half with vines, provides an advantageous income for the busy farmer. This garden looked 
like a wilderness when the Germans arrived. 
 
During the time of their settlement, the landlords of the colony, due to the lack of good 
land, have been constantly trying to acquire other lands in the vicinity. First, in 1839, God 
having given them strength, they bought an estate of 700 dessetines called Kijana, from a 
Russian owner. Then in 1844 they bought again a manor called Islamdermt from the 
State Councilor Kajefsky; large 1350 dessetines. On which already some of the owners have 
moved and therefore received the name Neudorf. Finally in the current 1848th year they had 
opportunity to buy 344 dessetines bordering to Neudorf from the Neusatz colonists Ballthasar 
Wiedemeyer for sale to acquire them. These three estates cost the sum of 56,000 rubles. 
 
The origin of the name of the colony is due to the fountain in the middle of the colony, which is 
why the settlers united to give their village the name already known to them from their 
homeland - Heilbrunn. 
 
40 families settled in the colony, all of them emigrants from the Kingdom of Württemberg, 
mostly from the Stuttgart area. The Heilbrunners emigrated in two batches; the first, on June 4, 
1804, had a man named Schopf as leader. The second which left on June 14, 1804, also had a 
leader named Günthner. Both lots at about the same time, namely at the end of September, 
arrived in Odessa and brought there the winter to. 
 
Their journey from Germany went first to Ulm and Lauingen from where they went further on 
down the Danube to near Vienna and from there by land through Austria to Brody. Not far from 
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this place they entered the Kisiwill at the Russian border and arrived thereupon via Tulchin, 
Balta, Jampol and Tiraspol on the Dniester to Odessa. Right at the Russian border they received 
daily allowance from the crown, adult persons 10 Kop., children 5 Kop.  
 
From Odessa they traveled 1805 the 25th of May by ship to Kaslow at the Crimean coast and 
arrived after a very stormy and perilous passage in about two days at the mentioned place. 
Then they went to Simferopol, where they had to stay for quite a while until they finally arrived 
at the place of their new settlement in 1805, July 4. 
 
It is worth noting that from Odessa, they were under the special care of the then war governor, 
Mr. Richelieu. The steppe, on which the immigrants settled, was occupied by Tartars on their 
arrival who had to cede their huts and stables to them. 
 
From abroad there were only a few who had brought some money with them, for they had 
various expenses on the journey for most of the rest until to the arrival at the designated place. 
The crown reimbursed them for these expenses, but also gave them without deduction the 
general advance sum, which amounted to 370 rubles. 
 
Epidemic diseases did not prevail. In 1807 the hot fever took away many people! 
Even whole families died out. The parishioners owe their well-being and favorable conditions 
only to the wise and kind providence of God. 
 
For the promotion of agriculture and viticulture they owe a lot to the cooperation of the 
authorities, who are always kind to them and guide everything to the best. 
 

Heilbrunn the 5th of April 1848 
School Teacher: Georg Müller 
Mayor: Heinrich Stoll 
Assessors: Jacob Weber, Jacob Stoll. 
 

 
Heilbrunn street scene circa 2003 
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Sudak 
 

In August 1803, fifteen Württemberg families numbering 40 individuals, gathered under Herr 
von Ziegler of St. Petersburg, and traveled by land to Ulm, where they were joined by several 
new arrivals from various other areas. They then embarked, and sailed the Danube River 
through Bavaria, Hungary, and Turkey to Galatz. From Galatz they went by land through the 
Vltava to Dubasar on the Russian border where they had to hold in quarantine for 8 days. From 
Dubasar they set off again and arrived happily in Odessa, where they wintered. 
 
Already in Odessa some families separated from this party, some that were craftsmen sought 
their accommodation in different cities, and one family left Odessa and returned to their 
homeland. In the spring of 1804 the remaining families, how many in number, which no one 
knows to state, were re-embarked at Odessa and arrived at Kaslow in 8 days. From there they 
went again by land to the colony Neusatz in the area between the city of Simferopol and 
Karasubazar, where they wintered again. 
 
 In Neusatz a notice was published, that whoever has experience as a winegrower should come 
forward in order to go to Sudak as a vintner. Therefore, nine Württemberg families and one 
from the Rhine region went to Sudak in the spring of 1805, where they received from his 
Excellency the Gouverneur Richelieu the amount of 260 dessetina for viticulture. This land is 
located a half a verst from the Black Sea near the Genoese fortress and between the fortress 
and the valley.  This location never had a vineyard before. 
 
The settlers found no houses to accommodate them, but only earth huts, in which invalids 
lived, which the immigrants then bought from them in order to live in until the houses - to 
which the High Crown had graciously granted each 215 rubles were built. In the same way, 160 
rubles was given to each landlord for the purchase of the necessary cattle. They did not have 
their own money which they had brought with them from abroad, only some movable 
belonging. On the journey from abroad they were given by the crown administered in each city 
food money on Saturdays 30 Kreuzer calculated according to the Württemberg mint. 
 
Since its settlement, many events have influenced the community’s fate. The community has 
suffered some years much damage by locusts, most recently in the year 1845 the locusts have 
damaged eight vineyards with a loss of 830 buckets of wine, in value 592 rubles and 85 kopeks 
of silver. The main branch of the community's well-being is due to viticulture. They have no 
arable land for fruit growing. 
 
The colony Sudak is named after the 2 versts distant city of Sudak, commonly called (on the 
fortress). The colony is by nature favored in many respects. It is surrounded with high rocky 
outcrops, precipices and ravines and great lack of water to water the vineyards. Two versts 
away is the colony from the Sudak wine valley, which is owned by the landowners and Tatars. 
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The colony is located 8 versts from the Tatar village of Taraktash, 30 versts from the Armenian 
village of Stary-Krim, 50 versts from the district town of Feodosia, and in the opposite direction 
60 versts from Karasubazar and 101 versts from the governorate town of Simferopol.  
 
Also 8 versts from the colony to the northeast the Sudak colony has use of 557 dessetines of 
forest containing wild fruit trees, oaks, hornbeams, ashes, hawthorns and maples. In this forest 
every landlord has also some hay for his cattle. In the 1819 land survey, the colony was granted 
the land between the fortress and the valley. This land is not very suited for cultivation, as it is 
mostly rocky, nitrate-rich soil and has countless torn ravines and precipices, so that about only 
about 10 dessetines can be used for vineyards without excessive costs. All the rest, however 
small the value that it may be, provides at most a sparse pasture during two months of the year 
in April and May and so is indispensable for the village community for the cattle drive. 
 
In 1830 this land was taken from the community and the border of the crown land was drawn 
hard around the houses of the village so that they had to lease this land every year for the 
cattle drive. In 1847 it was divided and put up for sale and on May 30 it was publicly auctioned 
in the imperial court of the Taurian, from which the Sudak colony has also increased a part of 
the land near the colony, but which has not yet been allocated. If the colony loses this land, the 
colony will be very limited, since without it they will not be able to expand their farm, keep 
livestock, much less increase their vineyards.  
 
From east to west there is only one way to enter and leave this colony between precipices and 
ravines. The colony is obscured from the view of travelers until they come close and directly 
enters it. At the end of the village to the west on a hill stand the main buildings: a chapel for the 
purpose of worship and not far from it, a newly built schoolhouse. The other buildings are built 
of field stones with red roof tiles. Towards the street the courtyards have a stone wall and here 
and there are young trees. In the middle of the village there is a fountain, which sufficiently 
provides the colony with fresh and healthy water. 
 
This is a small picture of Sudak's situation in the hopeful light of the present. Only here on the 
Black Sea, at the old ruins of a Genoese fortress, could the Württemberger find a second home. 
The Sudak colony, which consisted of ten farms in 1805, now counts 20 families, among which 
there are only a few people left from the first immigrants are still there. 
 
Sudak the 18th of May 1848                           
      Mayor: Michael Gegelmann 
                                                 Assesor: Friedrich Groß 
                                                 School Teacher: Chr. Heine 
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Herzenberg 
 

This colony was founded around the same time as the Neusatz colony at the request of the 
then city governor in Feodosia, General v. Fensch. 
 
Originally consisting of people coming from different parts of Germany the colony was founded 
by seven families arriving from Odessa by water by way of Neusatz. 
 
Herzenberg is located 2 versts from the seaside town of Feodosia, on an area halfway up the 
mountain surrounding this city. From older times, traces of housing and water pipes were 
present. 
 
The purpose that the founder had in creating this colony was: to give the city of Feodosia, 
which at that time was beginning to become a commercial city, a means to provide agricultural 
products because at that time the Crimea had few inhabitants of nations other than the Tartars 
who were content with subsistence agriculture. 
 
H. Fensch assigned 100 dessetines of city land for the new colony, but unfortunately proper 
boundaries and necessary documents were not provided, therefore the city people make more 
and more encroachment on the still somewhat usable places. 
 
This colony has only a few dessetines of farmland. The residents devote about 5 dessetines to 
their plantations and trees; the rest is mostly stony ground covered with a layer of earth, some 
of which is not thick, and is overgrown with bushes and suitable only for cattle grazing. 
For the construction of houses and other facilities this colony, like the others, was awarded 
Crown advances. 
 
The inhabitants of this colony and those who had settled in the city of Feodosia, formed at that 
time, a community, and were under the supervision of their own inspector, who was directly 
subject to the inspector of all the Crimean colonies. However, after those who had been 
resident in the city had been counted as city citizens, the Herzenberg colony was subordinated 
in 1817 to the Zürichthal territorial office. The instructions for the naming of this colony are not 
discussed here. 
 
In the first 10-15 years, the inhabitants of this colony had a good living with the mentioned 
trade. But after the surrounding area was gradually occupied by more Christian peoples, who 
also sought to sell their produce in various ways and Feodosia had reached its position, the 
income of the colonists diminished. 
 
After this time, some of the farms were taken over by the death of their childless owners; 
others, who understood the professions left their farms and settled down in the cities, they also 
gave their sons to be apprenticed to professionals and other trades, foreseeing that their 
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colony would not become a place for their prosperity. Through the frequent economic 
transfers, but no exclusion, the colony has come to 10 families, of which only 4 landlords are 
presently left on the land. 
 
Among the total number of individuals, which amounts to 29 of both sexes, there is only one a 
man aged 85 years and 2 children of a family from the time the founding of the colony. All the 
rest are descendants of those who moved there from other colonies. 
 
Since vegetable cultivation has multiplied everywhere, this colony can only make better 
progress by planting vineyards; provided that the city of Feodosia does not take away from it 
the few suitable locations and does not restrict the rest.  
 
Zürichtal d. May 14 1848. 
 
Oldest Current Citizen: Georg Bauer  
Mayor: And. Groz 
Assesor: Heinrich Lüziger 
Author and Area Recorder: Frid. Pfeiffer. 
 
 

 


